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“To walk in nature is to witness 
a thousand miracles.”

- Mary Davis
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Having special places for peace, solace, 
and strength is something we can all 
appreciate, especially now.
Photo by George Hendrix.

As a family doctor in a small community for over 40 years, I have been graciously 
allowed into my patients’ lives. I have developed an understanding of what motivates 
people and the threads that form the community’s values.

Our valleys have changed drastically, but the land and people that steward it anchor our values. Hard work. 
Personal connections. Attachment to the land. The towns grow, but the sense of community holds strong.

A challenge of this pandemic’s scale can be a time of growth for resilient communities like ours. I have 
watched our communities reinvent themselves several times throughout my life and our connection to the 
land and to one another always centers and guides us.

The same is true for my family. My great grandfather came to Colorado as a pioneer, where he and my 
grandfather became farmers. My father settled in Rifle as a veterinarian, caring for cattle while raising some 
of his own on land that I inherited and conserved with Aspen Valley Land Trust. I’m glad I did. Farming 
and ranching have never been my day job, but an avocation that has long had my heart. I’ve formed deep 
connections with ranchers from Parachute to Aspen that knew my dad or became my patients.  

Well before COVID, the medical community began recognizing the role of social determinants of health – 
food, housing, and social connections. COVID has further highlighted these needs. It has also made clear 
to me how AVLT complements the incredible work of our nonprofit neighbors by improving our quality of 
life – connecting people to place, to each other, and to healthy local food, clean air, and water.

My patients, family, and I talk about our gratitude for this place everyday. It’s a remarkable thing to be able 
to go for a run or a ride up Prince Creek or Red Hill – or any other conserved place so special to us. It helps 
us get through times like these and grow as we have through other challenges.

The feedback you gave AVLT last year was incredibly helpful in renewing our roots as a community-driven 
conservation organization, with our values and the land guiding us. Thank you for championing these 
values, caring for the land, and caring for one another.

Gary Knaus, Board President

GRATITUDE  IN UNCERTAIN TIMES
A note from Gary



John and Laurie McBride were made for each other. Both 
share twinkly eyes, infectious grins, and a ready laugh – not to 
mention a resounding passion for protecting good land and the 
wild creatures that share it. Long involved in conservation here 
and abroad, the McBrides most recently founded a conservation 
education program in Kenya that brings Roaring Fork valley 
youth to experience the magnificence of the African landscape, its 
people, and its iconic wildlife.

While Western Colorado long ago lost much of its bison, wolves, 
and grizzlies, and nearly exterminated its elk during the Gold 
Rush (by 1910 fewer than 1,000 elk were estimated to remain in Colorado due to overhunting), it is still 
home to its own spectacular landscapes and iconic wildlife. Today, the major threat to these animals comes 
not from hunting, but from the rapid loss of undisturbed, quality habitat. 

Appreciation for this landscape and its wildlife is why the McBrides purchased a large ranch far up the 
remote Capitol Creek Valley in 1979. When John mentioned his plan to friends, they told him he was crazy 
– a sentiment that gave rise to the name “Lost Marbles Ranch.”

The McBrides have now lived on that very ranch for over 40 years, and raised three kids in the same modest 
ranch house they live in today. Lost Marbles hosts the same diverse habitat and rural ranching character as 
the day they bought it and conserving it so many years later will ensure it stays that way forever. “We feel 
it’s the right thing to do for the land and the wildlife that inhabit it,” said John.

The entire family supported the decision to protect these 1,870 acres – encompassing much of its own 
valley. In 2019, they culminated years of work by donating a conservation easement to AVLT that sets this 
land aside for ranching, water, and wildlife. Daughter Kate remarked, “It is wonderful that three generations 
of our family support this move to protect land that hardly changed since homesteaders first came here in the 
early 1900s.”

Bordered by public land, this branch is now part of a 5,300-acre corridor of private land conserved, 
including the nearby Capitol Creek, Harvey, and Weiben ranches. As both working land and wildland, 

Lost Marbles is home to scores of species – large and small – that fly, swim, browse, burrow, migrate, 
winter, and raise their young within the ranch’s protective folds.  

“Considering many in our family have worked directly or indirectly in land and water conservation for years, 
we are proud to do what we can locally,” said son Pete McBride.

“We are lucky to have an organization like AVLT to help make conservation an everlasting reality in our 
valley,” Laurie says. “We hope it inspires others to consider similar options.”

We, in turn, are lucky to have families like the McBrides, and so many other hardworking ranchers, farmers, 
and land stewards who have stepped up over the years to save what matters most for the health of our land, 
its wildlife, and our future.  

Photos by Pete McBride.

A WIN  FOR WILDLIFE
McBride Family conserves valley gem



Your generous support may not exactly move mountains, but it can bring deserving kids to the mountains, and, 
in a simple act of nature, change their lives for the better.  

Last year, Basalt Middle School students experienced their first camping trip to AVLT’s Chapin Wright Marble 
Basecamp. For many, it was their first camping trip ever. Tucked into the shimmering aspens and towering 
mountains of the Marble high country, Basecamp is a unique, peaceful wilderness retreat.

Today you are helping to bring this opportunity to new schools and children of all backgrounds. 

Molly Tiernan, BMS Assistant Principal, shares that, “Basecamp opens up access to outdoor education that we 
never had before. By providing a safe infrastructure, we can offer this equal platform to everyone.”

With the goal of staying local and offering a more affordable option for families, BMS staff led small, meaningful 
camp-outs at Marble Basecamp for half of their eighth-grade last fall. And for the kids, leaving behind cell 
phones and tablets, cooking plein-air pancakes on the griddle, connecting to nature, and bonding with their 
classmates, teachers, and themselves under a dome of stars was magic.

“This is a place for kids to be kids. It breaks down societal barriers,” Molly explains. “Nobody cares what you have 
back home, because your only home is right there. It’s just this pad in the woods with a sleeping bag, and if you want 
dinner, you’ve got to work together.”

BMS teachers intend to provide more trips, scheduled earlier, so they can “reap the lasting benefits” right 
away. Science teachers have designed lessons around Basecamp and added tools like a telescope for stargazing. 
Teachers describe breakthroughs made with students around the campfire that carried through the year. 

Of course, online learning will have a real impact on this school year, but BMS Principal Jen Ellsperman 
believes that Marble Basecamp is their best option for accessing the outdoors. “I hope we can have outdoor ed, 
if nothing else. Everything stops and you really just breathe. Everything about your senses comes alive. Every student 
last year had a great experience and notices more around them.”

In a world that currently seems to have gone haywire, your continued support can bring a little more connection, 
magic, and peace to young lives. Thank you for joining the journey.

A PLACE WHERE FANCY SHOES AND PHONES DON’T MATTER
Changing lives one campfire at a time

Your support helps kids from Basalt 
Middle School and others come back 
for another year of outdoor adventure 
at Basecamp.
Top and bottom photos courtesy of BMS.

Want to help a student 
group connect with nature?

Contact us:
970.963.8440 / avlt@avlt.org

“Everything stops and 
you really just breathe. 
Everything about your 

senses comes alive.”

- Jen Ellsperman,
BMS Principal



LOCAL FOOD  ON THE COLORADO RIVER
Protected land feeds our community

Want to support farmers 
and agricultural land?

Donate today at
avlt.org

Do you love strolling through the farmer’s market? Seeking out fresh 
and locally-inspired cuisine? Pulling carrots and cutting herbs from 
your backyard garden? Or showing your kids the baby goats and 
lambs in the spring? Maybe you are worried about the growing food 
insecurity worsening during this pandemic.

Food connects us all to the land.

Your support for land conservation strengthens local farmers and 
our communities. From ACES’ Rock Bottom Ranch in Basalt, to 
the Farm Collaborative at Cozy Point Ranch, to Highwater Farm at 
the Silt River Preserve – local food is growing on conserved land and 
making our community stronger!

Highwater Farm’s story starts with an inspired woman’s vision to cultivate community farms. Sara Tymczyszyn 
first approached AVLT in search of affordable land for a nonprofit youth farm project to teach life skills, build 
soil on degraded land, grow nutritious food, and feed the most vulnerable among us.

Your support to save Silt River Preserve also helped create a home for Highwater Farm. Still in its first year, 
Highwater Farm is cultivating transformation. Transforming land, transforming lives, and transforming the 
way our communities rely on conservation.

This story now continues with you. Highwater Farm’s Americorp leaders, CMC students, and local volunteers 
have already put hundreds of hours into installing irrigation and other farm infrastructure, and growing fresh 
food. More sweat equity and financial investment is still needed. 

Portions of the farm’s harvest are going 
to Lift-Up, providing fresh, local produce 

to those in need during the pandemic.
Photo by Chelsea Self, wThe Post Independent.

Your support for AVLT and organizations like Highwater Farm 
strengthen all aspects of our local food system and help care for our 
community and our land. 

To learn more and support Highwater Farm, visit highwaterfarm.org.

“Everyday, I am inspired by 
the work we do - from land 
stewardship to community 
engagement and more. ”

- Anna Thomas 

Program Coordinator,
 AmeriCorps VISTA

Photo courtesy of Highwater Farm.
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WHERE WE’RE GOING 2020
2024

You showed up and spoke up. Through public listening sessions, focus groups, individual 
interviews, small meetings, and online and mailed paper surveys, our community submitted 
over 500 responses to Your Land Trust Listens.

You told us that you know the valleys of the Roaring Fork and middle Colorado River 
are filled with places vital to the life and character of the region. You know these open 
lands provide habitat for wildlife, protect crucial water resources, sustain local farms and 
family ranches, and support healthy communities. You know the ecological and economic 
value of conservation in this region is unmatched, yet open lands and nature face many 
challenges. 

From Independence Pass to the Roan Plateau, you assessed the issues most important to 
you and shared how conservation might best help. It is clear many different people care a 
lot about the future of our open lands and wildlife, and that our conservation community 
must be more inclusive and diverse to remain vital and relevant into the future.

In 2019, you spoke, and we listened.

Photo by Tyler Stableford.

Expand opportunities for more kids and schools to enjoy outdoor experiences on conserved land.
Establish community lands for recreation and hands-on engagement with conservation.
Support youth connections to land and local food production.

ENGAGE our diverse community to inspire deeper connections with the land. 

COMMIT to strengthening conservation for the benefit of our diverse community forever.

Support organizational growth, diversity, and excellence through board, staff, and volunteers.
Increase financial strength and long-term resilience to carry out our mission in perpetuity.

Save more land! Increase rate and impact of conservation to protect important wildlife habitat and 
migration corridors, agricultural and natural resources, and connections to public land and rivers.  
Plan for the future. Develop a regional conservation plan to guide both landscape-scale and 
community-driven conservation efforts.
Support landowners in their commitment to conserve land.

PROTECT our special places.

Collaborate. Strengthen landowner and partner relationships to further land management goals,
increase local food production, and improve habitat.
Volunteer. Organize opportunities for everyone to help care for conserved lands.
Restore land like Silt River Preserve and Riverfront Park to enhance habitat and public enjoyment.
Build resources to support sustainable agriculture and healthy soil on conserved lands.

STEWARD conserved lands to be vital and resilient for future generations.



Aspen Valley Land Trust stewards 
the Hause Family Rivers, Riparian, 
and Restoration (R3) Fund. The 
R3 Fund’s purpose is to restore, 
improve, and promote the health of 
the Roaring Fork and Crystal Rivers.

“In my life, on the Crystal 
River, in this valley, there’s 
a lot of little bits. Most of 
those little bits were effected 
by other people doing a little 
bit. It’s the drop in the pond. 
It’s the ripple effect.”

- Ian K. Hause

                 HAUSE R3 FUND DONORS
(1/1/2019 through 1/31/2020)

Anonymous
Judith Benson
Patricia Chew & Robert Whalen
Peter & Catherine Davis
Sandra & Clifford Deveny
Patricia Ehrlich & James Willhite
Max Fischer
Franz & Heather Froelicher
Molly & Aaron Garland
Helene Gude & Gregor Kolpus
Jeff & Susan Handwerk
Adele Hause
Eric & Karen Hause
Ken & Laurel Hause
Donald & Mary Anne Hillmuth
Sam & Ann Johnson  W
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Julie & Michael Kennedy
Christine Page
Fonda Paterson
Michell Pett-Thomas
Kay Rutherford
Brian Schwarz
Roark & Linda St. Romain
Kim Stacey
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Max Sturgis
Shelley Supplee
Jennifer & George Tempest,
   in honor of Adele Hause
Tony & Sheila Thelen
Tom & Roz Turnbull
Teresa Watkins

Last fall, a friend to the rivers and many in the community, Ian Hause, passed away. 
It was the second time in five years that the Hause family said goodbye to a brother 
and a son. 

In memory of his brother Kea, a fishing guide and advocate for healthy rivers himself, 
Ian founded Aspen Valley Land Trust’s river restoration fund, the Kea Hause R3 
Fund, in 2015.  It quickly raised over $35,000 in gifts to help fund river protection 
and restoration projects.

Around the same time, Ian also initiated the Crystal River Restoration project, which 
aims to restore and enhance a half-mile of the Crystal River and 18 acres of riparian 
habitat at the Town of Carbondale’s Riverfront Park in River Valley Ranch. He 
intended the R3 Fund to help support this and similar projects, and that is exactly 
what it’s doing. 

Ian has joined his brother in leaving a conservation legacy. Renamed the Hause 
Family R3 Fund, Ian and Kea’s energy and desire to protect their home rivers is being 
carried forward by generous donors. AVLT’s board recently committed $20,000 
from the fund to support the Crystal River Restoration Project. Now nearing the 
end of its planning phase, restoration work is scheduled to get underway as early as 
next summer. 

While COVID may change the timeline a bit, it is clear that now, more than ever, 
people need ways to connect with nature, enjoy their local rivers, and take time to 
breathe in these special places. As Ian and Kea would appreciate, this project will help 
provide river access for everyone to enjoy including ADA accessible pathways and an 
outdoor classroom.

Thank you Ian and Kea, and the entire Hause family, for your vision, leadership, and 
love of our rivers and the lands that protect them. And thanks to our partners at the 
Town of Carbondale, Roaring Fork Conservancy, and American Rivers for their hard 
work in bringing this projectto life. Ian and Kea would be proud.

SAVING RIVERS  RESTORING LAND
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LAND FOR PEOPLE
Making magic through community partnerships

Providing places for all members of our community to escape, 
rest, and renew is a major reason we work to conserve land. 
To protect this land for people and nature takes the whole 
community. Partnerships are often the key to saving these 
special places and ensuring that they remain open, vital, and 
accessible. 

AVLT has been fortunate to work with many amazing partners 
over the years who’ve helped put (and keep) these places on the 
map for the benefit of all.

Tom and Currie Barron’s generosity is a perfect example. A 
scenic 10-acre mining claim in the electrically beautiful Castle 
Creek Valley will now forever be a community treasure. Last 
year, Tom and Currie protected this special piece of land known 
as Riverdance through a permanent conservation agreement 
with AVLT, and then donated the conserved land to the Aspen 
Center for Environmental Studies to steward and use for low-
impact environmental education near its Toklat Campus. 

We look forward to working with ACES to meet conservation 
goals of this project, while providing a quiet place for kids to 
immerse themselves in nature.

Many thanks to the Barrons and our many other partners for 
saving yet another special place to inspire the next generation.  

Currie Barron enjoys the bird and 
water song at Riverdance.
Photo courtesy of Tom Barron.

“My wife and I are the ones 
who are overflowing with 

gratitude. For the wonderful 
Colorado landscape that 

we are lucky enough to call 
home. 

For the chance to roam 
along beautiful Castle Creek 

and experience its magic. 
And for the opportunity to 

assist AVLT in its important 
work, so that future 

generations 
can also explore that 

wondrous place. 

So our gift of Riverdance 
was just a small way to 
express our enduring 

gratitude for all those gifts!”

- Tom Barron



Founder
Gold Leaf
Silver Leaf
Bronze Leaf
Aspen Leaf

Join AVLT’s
Stewardship Circle

Are you ready to take your 
conservation commitment to 

the next level? Join us!  

   $100,000 +

   $25,000 +

   $10,000 +

   $5,000 +

*$1,000 +
(levels based on annual giving)

* $85 per month (Aspen Leaf )

SGM, Inc. 
James Shallcross & Ghislaine Boreel
Katie Soden & Janet Earley
Stephanie Soldner
Bill Spence & Sue Edelstein
Bill Stirling & Barbara Bussell
Scott & Tamara Stuart
Pam & Shannon Sweeney
The Brico Fund
The Rockwood Trust, Bruce Lee
   in honor of John Landon Lee
Tom & Roz Turnbull
Waterlaw: Patrick, Miller, Noto
Jay & Patti Webster

Campfire Supporters: 
($250-$499) 
Christine Amini & Neil Ross, 
   in memory of Hannah Amini
Bill & Terri Anuszewski
Jim Austin 
Amy & Justin Barrow
Clare Bastable & Josh Hmielowski
Michael Behrendt & Ivan Cassar
Gary Benson, 
   in honor of Julia & Nate Rowland
Alan Bershenyi
Debby & Michael Brady,
   in memory of Lathrop Strang
Anne Austin Clapper 
Debbie & Gabe Collins
Jody Cooper
David Corbin
Mark & Lauren Cornish
John & Susan Cottle
Mac Cunningham, in honor of David Chase
Mary Stein Dominick-Coomer & Sven Coomer
Carol Duell
David Ellis
Bob & Nancy Emerson
Cici Fox
Barbara Fretz
Michael Fuller
Laura Hanssen
Kristen Henry
Cindi Jacobson & Michael Fleagle
Gideon Kaufman
Nancy Kimbrell & Mario Larouche
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Chris & Andrea Bryan
Jim & Michele Cardamone 
Nick Cherney
Clearwater Construction
Sonny Conley
Conservation Law, P.C. 
Mac Cunningham
Dalby Wendland & Co., P.C.
DHM Design Corporation 
Carol & Buzz Dopkin
Doug Throm Construction Inc.
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Sherri Draper & Will Ferry
Jill & Michael Edinger
David Fleisher & Gina Berko
Chris & Marni George
Peter & Mike Gilbert
Sally Grange
Ted Guy
Bill & Leelee Harriman
Larry D. Harvey
Brian Hazen
Paul Hoenmans & Judith Steinberg
Innovative Outcomes
Leslie Jackson
Heather Jernberg
Britton & Laurie Jones
Land + Shelter 
Law Office of Jeanne C. Doremus
Bill & Melanie Livingston
Suzanne & Robert MacGregor
Larry & Susan Marx
Debbie & Lee Meisel
Tom & Lindy Melberg
Bruce Merrifield & Tracy Hritz
Nick Miscione
Andrew & Lauren Myatt
David Myler
Meredith & Chuck Ogilby
Fonda Paterson, 
   in memory of Charles Paterson
Erin & Colin Quinn 
Sara Ransford
Garrett Reuss
Ken & Donna Riley
Scott & Ingrid Rolles
Sally Sakin & Duncan Barber, 
   in honor of Dipika Rai Peckham
Dave Scruby & Deb Lundin

SUPPORTERS (1/1/2019 through 1/31/2020)2019
Land Title Guarantee Company
Land Trust Alliance
Leavitt Julian Family Charitable Trust
Melony & Adam Lewis Advised Fund at ACF
Peter Looram
Merrill Lynch
Moore Charitable Foundation
Andrew & Lauren Myatt
Craig & Esther Navias
Wally & Helen Obermeyer
Obermeyer Wood Investment Counsel, LLLP
Brooke A. Peterson &
   Carol Hood-Peterson Advised Fund at ACF
James & Hensley Peterson
Todd & Meredith Raarup
Raven Gallery
Michael Rosenberg
Sally Sakin & Duncan Barber
Bari & Eric Stahl
Stargazer Advised Fund
Kit Strang
Mark Tache & Christin Cooper
Target Circle
The Wonderful Company, Resnick Foundation
Amy & Doug Throm 
Vicki Tobia & Sean Sunkel
Gina & Andrew Turchin
Peter & Robin Van Domelen
Douglas & Lynda Weiser
Andy Wiessner, 
   in memory of Patsy Batchelder
Wild Woods Foundation, Janet McAlpin
Hugh & Mary Wise
Fred Wooden
ZG-Chicks Advised Fund at ACF

 Trailblazing Supporters: 
($500-$999) 
Amoré Realty
Aspen Snowmass Sotheby’s 
Rebecca Ayres
Charlie & Susan Bantis
Tom & Currie Barron
Amy & Gilchrist Berg
Dee Blue
Adriana & David Bombard
Deborah & Mark Breen

Gave for last 5 consecutive years
Gave for last 10 consecutive years
Gave for last 15+ consecutive years

THANK YOU DONORS!

We would simply not exist without 
you. It really is you who protects 
what we love most about this 
special place where we live. Thank 
you for preserving our wild lands, 
working lands, and community 
treasures in Western Colorado. 
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STEWARDSHIP CIRCLE 
(1/1/2019 through 1/31/2020)

Aspen Leaf: 
($1,000 - $4,999) 
Alpenglow Foundation, 
   John & Laurel Catto
Anonymous
Argentum Foundation, 
   Chelsea & James Brundige
Steve & Susan Baird
Beardsley Family Foundation
Amy & Gilchrist Berg
Chris Bergerud & Michele Murphy
BF Foundation, Sarah & Richard Shaw
John & Jackie Bucksbaum
Kay Bucksbaum
Kate Bulkley & Ross Biddescombe
Jim Campbell & Sandy Jackson
Martha Cochran & Steve Mills
Coldwell Banker MasonMorse
Camille Cook & Siri Hutcheson
Carol Craig
Lee & Donna Dale
Elizabeth Fergus Foundation
Andrew & Ashley Ernemann
Bill Fales & Marj Perry
FirstBank
Chuck & Marilyn Frias
Lacy & Ernie Fyrwald
Garfield & Hecht, P.C.
Chris & Marni George
Walter & Tracy Grant
Mark Grotjahn
Frances Haferkamp
Scott Hanley
Sam Hartnett & Blair Swift
Bruce & Vicki Heyman
Stanley Hoffberger
Samantha Johnston, 
   in memory of Kelly K. Johnston, Sr.
Mike & Laura Kaplan Advised Fund at ACF
Michael Kendrick & Gail Mizner
Richard & Marianne Kipper 
Kiryle Foundation, 
   Kyle & Kirsten Johnstone
Cil Klamper
Yvonne Klausmann
Gary & Jill Knaus
Michael & Suzanne Kosnitzky

Founders’ Circle:
($100,000 & over) 
Anonymous (2)

Gold Leaf: 
($25,000 - $99,999) 
Matt & Ellen Dubé
Pitkin County Open Space & Trails
Mark & Anne Uhlfelder

Silver Leaf: 
($10,000 - $24,999) 
First Western Trust
John & Laurie McBride
Pitkin County 
   Healthy Community Fund
The Ryobi Foundation

Bronze Leaf: 
($5,000 - $9,999) 
Alpine Bank
David & Kathy Chase 
Matthew Ciminelli, 
   Louis P. Ciminelli Family Foundation
Sandra & Clifford Deveny
Elizabeth & Will Galtney
Curtis & Jill Kaufman 
Randy & Ann Lipton
Susan & Fred Lodge
Adam & Martha Metz
Our Part
Gerry Pace, Silt River Preserve Fund
      in honor of Evelyn & Farrin Harsh
Dipika Rai Peckham & Doug Peckham 
Cathy Porter & Doug Folk
Quinn Family Charitable Foundation, 
      John & Becki Quinn
Stewart & Lynda Resnick
Mary & Patrick Scanlan
Seligman Family Foundation, 
      Spring Valley Ranches 
The Prentice Foundation, Inc.
K.C. & Randa Weiner Family Fund of 
      Greater Houston Community Foundation

2019
You turn ideas into reality



Wyatt Quinn & Ruth Quinn
Ken & Emily Ransford
Andrew Reed
Barbara Reid & David Hyman
Clark & Katy Rieves
Dwayne & Margaret Romero
Loren & Mary Ryerson
Edward Sands
Mike Sawyer
Barbara Schomaker
Eric Selbin, in honor of Larry Williams 
Steve Seyffert
Melissa Shennan
Carolyn & Dick Shohet
Marty Silverstein
Jon Sirkis
Solar Flair Thermal Systems and 
   Leslie & Patrick Johnson
Toby & Elizabeth Sprunk
Steve & Sandy Stay
Suzanne & Jeff Stephens, Save Red Hill
Barry Stout
Bridget Strang, in memory Lathrop Strang
Edward Sullivan
Hal Sundin
Tripp & Gabriella Sutro
Pam & Shannon Sweeney
Kathy Sydoryk
Karin Teague, in honor of Jeff Bier
Jennifer & George Tempest, 
   in memory Lathrop Strang
The Davlyn Family, Save Red Hill
Dr. Nancy Thomas & Dr. Roger Davis
Alexander & Dorothea Thomson
Brad & Liz Tucker, CW Marble Basecamp 
Gregg Velasquez & Theresa Zelenka
Lois Veltus
Bob & Ruth Wade, CW Marble Basecamp, 
   in memory of Robbie Wade
Heidi & Paul Wade
Craig & Becky Ward
Sylvia Wendrow
Polly Whitcomb
Pierre & Beth Wille, Tyrolean Lodge
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Gave for last 5 consecutive years
Gave for last 10 consecutive years
Gave for last 15+ consecutive years

Jamie Kravitz
Howie Kuhn
Leslie Kuhn
Ann Larson
Pennie Lee, CW Marble Basecamp 
Terry Lee, in honor of Lee Ann Eustis
Reed Lewis
Jim & Dianne Light
Bill & Carol Lightstone
Vennie Lilly & Paula Casper
Jennifer & Greg Long
Jesse Low
Ken & Joani Lubrant
Max Macdonell
Laura Makar
Howie & Nora Mallory
Julia Marshall
Diane & Dominic Mauriello
Nancy Mayer
Sergio & Lora Mazza, 
   in honor of Fred & Susan Lodge
Tim & Donna McFlynn
Heidi McGuire
Judy Milne & Bill Dunn
Dick Moebius
Rick Moore
Tom & Carolyn Moore 
Mountain, Valley & Plains, Inc.
Bland Nesbit
Billy & Natalie Newman
Peter Nichols
Jim & Sharon Nieslanik
Yashar Norhashemi, in honor of Jeff Davlyn
Caroline Norquist
Karin Reid Offield
Bob Olenick
Grace Oliphant
Jack & Sis Olson
Carol Pasternak
Robert & Marci Pattillo
Steve & Linda Pawlak
Dr. Norman & Melinda Payson
Fred & Sandra Peirce
Patricia Piburn
Bob & Sue Pietrzak
Geoffrey & Hope Platt, 
   in memory Lathrop Strang 
Ken & Bonnie Pletcher
Plumeria Family Foundation, Elizabeth Stewart
Christine & Kirk Pokrandt
Cintra Pollack
Robert Purvis
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Pete & Donna Belch
Amy & Gilchrist Berg
Edward & Priska Berkheimer
Mark & Amy Bershenyi, 
   CW Marble Basecamp
Tom Berthiaume & Cherryl Kachenmeister
Jeff & Janette Bier
Nell & Bill Birk
Verena Bishop
Judith Blanchard
Ben Bohmfalk & Megan Perkins
Dr. John & Myra Bone
Scott & Betsy Bowie
Bryan & Debi Boyle
Jill & Michael Briggs
Ed & Judy Brown
Shelley Burke & Al Nemoff
Roger & Helen Carlsen
Steve & Molly Child
Carolyn Cipperly
Tom & Linda Clark
Elise Cohen
Sally Cole
Lauren Copley, in honor of Julie Kupecz
Susan Cuseo
Susan Cuseo, in memory Lathrop Strang
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Art & Allison Daily
Susan Darrow
Andy & Brian Davies
Philip Davis
Jerome Dayton
Paula Derevensky
Josephine Dolinsek
Quinn & Margaret Donnelly
Chuck & Doris Downey
Carol Duell, in memory Lathrop Strang 
Elyse Elliott & Jeremy Bernstein
Stephen & Jennifer Ellsperman
Dave Erickson & Kate Cardamone
Etkin Family Advised Fund at ACF
Michael & Linda Evans
Norris & Susan Ewalt
Katie Fales
Molly Fales
Marguerite Flett
John & Mary Lou Flynn
Ellen Freedman & Auden Schendler
Marcia & Tony Fusaro

Kerry Galusha
Sara Garton
James & Kerri Genung
Richard & Susan Gessner
Jon Gibans
Lisa Gidday
Randy Gold & Dawn Shepard
Doug & Peggy Graybeal
Thomas Griffiths & Heidi Hoffmann
Charlene & Dan Guggenheim
Anders Gustafson & Katie Schwoerer
Teresa Hall
Beck Hamilton
David Hamilton
Barb & Pablo Hanrahan
Lois Harlamert Teegarden
Richard & Jane Hart
Michael Hassig & Olivia Emery
Ruth Hatfield, in memory of Jack Hatfield
Jamin Heady-Smith
Doug & Susan Heller
George Hendrix
Casady Henry
Bob & Sue Hess
Brian & Emily Hightower
Teddy Hill & Elizabeth Penfield
Virginia Hmielowski, in honor of Claire Bastable
Ann Hodges
Russell & Helen Hoffberger
Andrea Holland-Sears & Jim Sears
Glenn Horn & Alice Davis
Judy & Nick Huston
Michael Hutton & PJ Wallace
Wayne & Jo Ives
Jim Jensen & Jeannie Russell
Greg & Sean Jeung
Sandra & Peter Johnson
Deborah Jones & John Katzenberger
Mark Joseph
Nancy Kahn
Jackie Kasabach
Leann Katchuk
Mark & Marianne Keating
Julie & Michael Kennedy, 
   in memory of Inge Perkins & Hayden Kennedy
Bill Kight & Kate Collins
Mary Jo Kimbrough & James Harrison
Laura Kirk & David Carpenter
Eric & Caitlin Klamper

SUPPORTERS (1/1/2019 through 1/31/2020)

Campfire Supporters (cont.): 
($250-$499) 
Amy & Nicholas Krick 
Laurel Lamont & Eric Gross
Janette Logan 
Lisa Markalunas
Donna Marye
Jordan & Zac Matthews
Tom & Lindy Melberg
Scott & Cathy Miller
Brenna Mitchell, 
   in honor of Paul & Glennis Beck
Marjory Musgrave & Frank Peters
Leslie & Bill Neveu
Rick & Virginia Newton
Nomad Inc.
Sue O’Bryan
Don Price
John & Lesia Rehl
Gino & Donna Rossetti
Willy Salet
Kalli & Travis Sinclair
Steve Smith & Heather McGregor
Suzanne & Jeff Stephens
John Stickney & Lee Beck
Bill Stirling & Barbara Bussell
Mark & Melissa Sumera
Jim & Carol Swiggett
Thornton Tomasetti 
Dale Will
Peter & Joan Ziegler

Wildflower Supporters: 
($1-$249) 
Marcella Ach
Jo Anne Ahrens
Jackie Amthor
Matt & Sue Annabel
Fred Annes
Anonymous, CW Marble Basecamp
Ryan & Bridgette Anslyn
Jim Armstrong
Tom & Currie Barron
Carol Bayens
Brian Beazley
David Becher
Skip Behrhorst & Donna Fisher

2019

Photo courtesy of Vic Schendel.

In-kind Supporters: 
Aspen Music Festival & School
Belly Up
Caribou Club
Community Consultants, Judy Anderson
Gran Farnum Printing
Of Grape & Grain  
Pitkin County Dry Goods
Roaring Fork Beer Company
Sopris Printing
T Lazy 7 
The St. Regis

Grand Land Dance in-kind donors 
listed on the next page.



Auction & In-kind Donors:
ASC Catering
Aspen Skiing Company 
Aspen Sojourner
Charles Cunniffe Architects
EcoFlight
Four Mountain Sports
Free Range Kitchen
Go West Rentals
Mark Harvey
Steve & Robin Humble
Limelight Hotel Ketchum
Marble Distilling Co. 
   & The Distillery Inn
Mountain Primal Meat Co.
Premier Party Rental
Sierra Nevada
Sopris Liquor & Wine
The Aspen Times | Post Independent
The Cunningham Companies
The Lavish Loo, LLC
The Little Nell 
Sarah Uhl
Valley Valet

Event Volunteers:
The Grand Land Dance Host Committee
AVLT Board of Directors
Chris Dominick 
Jenn Flentge
Sam Hartnett
Jeanne Hayes
Grace Lodge
Brett Meredith
Monica Schwaller
Nick Sontag
Blair Swift
Alex Tarika
Jacquie Tennenbaum
Robin Waters
Maria Wimmer

We’d like to recognize First Western Trust as our Business Partner of 
the year for their ongoing North Star sponsorship of the Grand Land 
Dance and impactful commitment to community conservation. We 
appreciate First Western’s leadership and support, especially during 
these challenging times, and are delighted to have them as a partner. 

BUSINESS PARTNER OF THE YEAR 
First Western Trust

2019 Grand Land Dance Hosts:
Martha & Adam Metz

North Star Sponsors:

Sky Mountain Sponsors:
David & Kathy Chase

Ellen & Matthew Dubé
Curtis & Jill Kaufman

Seligman Family Foundation

Crown Mountain Sponsors:
Ashley & Andrew Ernemann

Garfield & Hecht P.C.
Gary & Jill Knaus

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
Obermeyer Wood

Dipika Rai Peckham & Doug Peckham
Raven Gallery
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GRAND LAND DANCE OF 2019
Thank you Sponsors, Donors and Volunteers!

hank youT
Flying Dog Sponsors:
Amoré Realty
Aspen Snowmass Sotheby’s International Realty
Tom & Currie Barron
Dee Blue 
Kate Bulkley & Ross Biddescombe
Michele & Jim Cardamone
Coldwell Banker MasonMorse
Conservation Law, P.C.
DHM Design Corporation
Doug Throm Construction, Inc.
Douglas Elliman Real Estate
Scott Hanley 
Bill & Leelee Harriman
Innovative Outcomes
Cil Klamper
Land + Shelter
Law Office of Jeanne C. Doremus
Gail Mizner & Michael Kendrick
Erin & Colin Quinn
Pam & Shannon Sweeney
Waterlaw: Patrick, Miller, Noto

Community Sponsors:
Clearwater Construction 
Dalby, Wendland & Co., P.C.
Land Title Guarantee Company 
Larry D. Harvey, Attorney at Law
SGM, Inc.

Host Committee:
Charles Bantis, co-chair
Ellen Dubé, co-chair
Jeanne Doremus
Ashley Feddersen
Scott Hanley
Leann Katchuk
Gary Knaus
Michelle Marlow
Jordan Matthews
Dipika Rai Peckham
Travis Van Domelen
Damien Williamson

We missed celebrating under one big tent with you 
this summer for another Grand Land Dance. Instead, 
this year, we invite you to celebrate our open lands 
and special places with a seasonal, locally-sourced 
Harvest Picnic on Saturday, September 26. We’ll 
provide a chef-curated meal from local restaurateurs 
– you choose the time, setting, and company! We 
hope all you wonderful land stewards will take this 
opportunity to enjoy a great meal in your favorite 
special open space (or backyard), and to connect 
with each other and these amazing valleys we call 
home. 

Support your local restaurants. Support your 
local farmers. Support your local land trust!

For more information and to order your basket, 
visit AVLT.ORG/PICNIC.

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, September 26, 2020

Mark & Deborah Breen dancing with 
elk at the 2019 Grand Land Dance. 

Photo by Eva Pekkala.

picnic [pik-nik]:
\ (noun) 1. a meal taken outdoors as part of an excursion – ideally in scenic surroundings; 2. the food eaten on such an excursion; (informal) 3. an enjoyable experience or time, easy task, etc.

Harvest Picnic



Aspen Valley Land Trust is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to protect land 
for wildlife, agriculture, scenic 
enjoyment, and recreation in 
the Roaring Fork and middle 
Colorado River valleys.

YOU ARE INVESTING
IN THE FUTURE

Aspen Valley Land Trust
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
For the year ending December 31, 2019 (based on audited financial statements)
                                                          2018                2019               
CURRENT ASSETS         97,179              108,351                  
INVESTMENTS                     3,342,212          3,748,040
PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
     Investments held on behalf of others*      981,086           1,118,151
     Property & Equipment, net of depreciation          967,526              954,277

TOTAL ASSETS                    $ 5,388,003       $ 5,928,819
CURRENT LIABILITIES        1,204,469           1,131,620
LONG TERM LIABILITIES                             0                         0
  
NET ASSETS WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS
     Unrestricted Operating Investment                        883,541          1,237,453
     Board Designated Monitoring Investment                           1,491,887           1,759,628
     Fee Owned Land, Property & Equipment           622,417              609,098
NET ASSETS WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS            
     Temporary in Nature            840,581             845,841
     Land Held Permanently for Conservation      345,108             345,179
TOTAL NET ASSETS                 $ 4,183,534       $ 4,797,199
 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS                  $ 5,388,003       $ 5,928,819

Currie Barron looks out over the blah blah
Photo by Tom Barron

How would you like to leave a legacy that will last forever? By planning a gift to AVLT, you can protect the 
clean water, open lands, and cherished wildlife we know today for future generations, both human and wild. 
Leaving a conservation legacy takes only a little time and forethought, and planned giving is one of the best 
ways to make a meaningful and lasting impact.

• Leave a simple bequest through your will
• Designate a gift through your life insurance plan or retirement account
• Donate a gift of real estate that can be conserved or sold to benefit conservation
 
To learn more about how you can invest in the future of our valleys, contact jeff@avlt.org.

LEAVE A LEGACY
Your forever gift.

Snowy day with the Nieslaniks.
Photo by Tyler Stableford.

...for more exciting news about 
the Coffman Ranch project!

tay tunedS

Printed on recycled paper.

Find out about 
conservation projects, 
programs, and events.

Join our email list at
avlt.org






